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Political thought in Poland centred at the beginning of 1935 on
the Eastern Pact and on Franco-Polish relations.Marshal Pilsudski
had been rather seriously ill; his health was another subject of
anxiety. On New Year's Day an article, signed by Miedzinski,
one of the leaders of the Government Block, appeared in the
Gazeta Polska pointing out that the Eastern Pact, in addition
to checking the development of relations between Poland and the
Soviet, had introduced a seriously discordant note in Franco-
Polish relations, and he appealed for a better understanding
between Poland and France. But he did not indicate a change in
the Government's negative attitude to the pact. A few days
before, an exchange of letters between the Polish and French
sections of the Interallied Federation of Former Combatants
("Fidac") made clear the relations of Poland to France and
Germany. Gorecki, the head of the Polish section, started the
correspondence, because he found at the Fidac reunion in London
some weeks previously much misapprehension among the French
and other delegates respecting Polish policy. His main point
was that while the Ten-years Pact with Germany had normalized
Poland's relations with her, and secured economic benefits for
both, it meant nothing beyond a correct and neighbourly attitude
to Germany, and was not inimical to the Franco-Polish alliance,
which was the foundation of Polish foreign policy. In January,
however, France was interested far more in her relations with
Italy than with Poland, Laval's visit to Rome and the treaty
signed by him and Mussolini on January 7 being regarded as of
overriding significance. After their years of conflicting policies
the entente thus established between France and Italy was an
important contribution to the peace of Europe, but unluckily
the treaty contained in itself the seeds of trouble concerning
Abyssinia, as events soon showed. What was manifest was that
France and Italy had combined against Germany, and Poland
duly noted the fact.
Of more immediate interest was the official visit to Warsaw
early in January of Greiser, who had succeeded Rauschning